
Source Technologies MICR Printing Solutions

Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) fonts, which appear across the bottom of 
checks and other negotiable documents, allow sophisticated bank reader/sorters to 
rapidly process information. For this high-speed equipment to work properly, MICR 
characters must be machine-readable. To attain this level of quality, it used to be neces-
sary to purchase preprinted MICR-encoded documents from specialty printing com-
panies.  However, thanks to the innovative efforts of Source Technologies, all that has 
changed. 

In 1990, Source Technologies introduced one of the first desktop MICR printers, and 
we’ve been a leader in MICR technology ever since.  As a voting member of the ASC 
X9AB Standards subcommittee, we thoroughly understand check printing and clearing 
processes. All of our MICR products meet ABA and ANSI standards, and our research 
and development lab is one of the best in the industry.  Our MICR engineers and qual-
ity assurance team test all of our solutions, and over the years have fed millions of test 
documents through the exact type of reader/sorters used by clearing banks.  

So, for dependable MICR printing performance, count on Source Technologies, a world 
leader in secure MICR solutions. 

Highlights:

•	 Comprehensive, secure MICR solutions for printing checks and other negotiable 
documents

•	 Eliminates the need for costly preprinted MICR-encoded check stock

•	 Greatly reduces exposure to check fraud

•	 Easy integration and connectivity with existing information systems and account-
ing applications

•	 Supports secure, remote distributed printing of MICR documents

•	 Complete electronic forms capabilities, including software, web-based and printer 
resident options

•	 Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) MICR toner cartridges

•	 MICR quality guarantee

•	 Extensive service and support options including flexible service plans

•	 Improved business operations



Negotiable MICR document printing

Source Technologies’ secure MICR printing solutions are designed to 
help companies reduce negotiable documents processing costs, elimi-
nate preprinted check stock, enhance security and improve operations. 
Any document that requires MICR encoding can be securely printed in 
a single printer pass, complete with all necessary information including 
the MICR character line. 

Security is a critical issue when printing negotiable documents.  Secure 
MICR printing solutions from Source Technologies are engineered to 
securely print virtually any MICR document, including: 

•	 Checks - payroll, accounts payable, expense, official checks, claims 
settlements, loan closing refunds

•	 Money orders

•	 Women Infant & Children (WIC) checks/vouchers

•	 Internal forms - cash in/out, batch tickets

Saving you money

Preprinted MICR-encoded documents such as checks and money or-
ders can be expensive to produce and store securely.  The MICR line of 
negotiable documents require specially formulated magnetic ink, and 
most negotiable documents contain a serialized number and can pose 
a significant security risk for most organizations. Therefore, preprinted 
stock inventory must be stored securely and time must be taken to log 
preprinted stock in and out of storage. 

In contrast, secure MICR printing solutions from Source Technologies 
leverage the expertise of some of the best MICR engineers in the busi-
ness in order to put greater control in the hands of the user.   Secure 
MICR printers utilize inexpensive blank stock, applying the magnetic 
toner for the MICR character line at the same time they print everything 
else, including serial number, recipient name, check amount, company 
logo, authorized signature(s), and virtually any other variable or fixed 
data required. Since blank check stock has no real value until after it has 
been printed on, elaborate physical security measures, such as vault 
storage, are not required. 

While the total cost of printing checks will vary from one organiza-
tion to the next, industry studies point to a significant cost difference 
between the two methods, using preprinted check stock versus blank 
check stock printed on-demand using a secure MICR printing solution. 
On average using blank check stock and a secure MICR printing solu-
tion equates to a cost savings of as much as 65%. 

With cutting-edge security 
features, magnetic ink char-
acter recognition (MICR) 
printers from Source Tech-
nologies are engineered 
specifically to print checks 
and negotiable documents 
ultimately offering the 
greatest protection from 
fraud.  Decades of research, 
development and testing 
go into our products, re-
sulting in a solution that 
securely produces quality 
MICR documents using 
plain check stock.



Fighting check fraud

Other  than debit cards, checks are used 
more frequently than any other pay-
ment method in the United States.  In 
fact, the US still relies heavily on checks 
as a payment method.  According to the 
most recent Federal Reserve study, ap-
proximately 30.5 billion checks are paid 
each year in the US.  And with more than 
1.2 million fradulent checks written each 
year, its no surprise that check fraud is a 
$20 billion per year problem.

Better business

Secure MICR printers from Source Tech-
nologies offer more than just cost savings 
and reduced exposure to check fraud.  
These solutions also provide improved 
operational efficiency and enhanced cus-
tomer service. Because checks and other 
negotiable documents can be produced 
faster and more efficiently with a secure 
MICR printing solution, valuable employ-
ee resources won’t have to spend time 
signing check stock in and out of a secure 
location and they will no longer have to 
take time to audit serial numbers.  So, 
they can focus on other responsibilities. 

For banks, this higher level of efficiency 
translates into increased throughput and 
faster service in the branch, while the 
same printing capabilities can be used 
to create additional fee opportunities, 
such as customized starter checks.  Within 
other industries, issuing checks securely 
and on-demand means faster processing 
times for payroll, accounts payable, ven-
dor payments and expense checks. 

Features for safe and secure MICR printing

Hardware security

Secure MICR solutions from Source Technologies offer a vast array of hardware-based security 
features and options. Depending on the specific printer model, these can include:

•	 Password	Protection: Prevents unauthorized printing of checks and other negotiable 
documents by denying access to E13B and CMC7 MICR fonts and secure custom resources, 
such as signatures and forms overlays, without entering the required password.

•	 Paper	Tray	Lock: Prevents access to specific paper trays (such as those housing check 
stock). Works in conjunction with optional physical tray lock.

•	 Front	Panel	Security	Lock:	For added security beyond password protection. Users must 
enter an eight (8) digit combination prior to printing. If entered three (3) times incorrectly, 
the printer purges the job, but will allow for printing in non-MICR mode.

•	 MICR	Toner	Detection:	Detects whether MICR or regular (non-MICR) toner is installed in 
the printer, and prevents the printing of MICR documents with regular toner.

•	 Toner	Low	Warnings:	Printer alerts user when MICR toner is low

•	 Bidirectional	Feedback:	Provides the option of feeding back all MICR settings and Audit 
Trail details to the host system for central monitoring of MICR activity.

•	 Audit	Trail: Records user-defined fields that include check printing activity. Highly useful 
for auditing purposes.

•	 Auto	Jam	Recovery	Disable: Automatically turns Jam Recovery OFF when checks or ne-
gotiable documents are being printed in order to prevent multiple copies of a check from 
being printed in the event of a printer jam.

•	 Set	Copies	to	One: Allows only one (1) copy of a document to be printed.

•	 Data	Encryption	and	Decryption: Our printers support DES & AES data decryption

Software security

Source Technologies’ CheckPartner Enterprise (CPE) software is designed to work in conjunc-
tion with the many features of our MICR printing hardware, enhancing security while providing 
easy, yet powerful e-forms capabilities. CPE mitigates the risks associated with the printing and 
distribution of information-sensitive or negotiable documents. Features and benefits include:

•	 Centralized control with guarantee delivery and print confirmation

•	 State-of-the-art security features

•	 Easy-to-use browser based interface

•	 24x7 access to printing

•	 Easy system integration

•	 Elimination of overnight document shipping fees

•	 Reduction in specialized document printing costs

Document security

In addition to hardware and software-based security measures, documents produced by Source 
Technologies’ secure print solutions can take advantage of one or more of the following: 

•	 Secure	Numeric	Font: This unique innovation from Source Technologies is very difficult to 
alter. It utilizes a reverse image of numbers on a complex background, while each digit is 
written out and a smaller version is embedded within the larger font. 
 
 
 
 

•	 Microprint	Font: This font features extremely small type used to embed micro text and 
numbers inside lines of print on a MICR or information-sensitive  document. Denoted by 
the letters “MP .”

•	 Image	Readable	Secure	Font: Black or white machine readable font for extra security.
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Comprehensive, innovative MICR printing solutions from an 
industry pioneer.

Every MICR printing solution from Source Technologies reflects 
our extensive years of expertise in the field. If there is one thing 
that experience has taught us, it’s that it takes more than an 
ordinary laser printer and a MICR toner cartridge to create a 
reliable, secure MICR printing solution . 

Security, quality and dependability in a MICR printing solution 
require a printer that is custom engineered for MICR printing. 
Secure Numeric and MICR fonts designed specifically for the 
printer, compatible, approved check stock, and an OEM toner 
cartridge that is designed and tested to meet rigid industry 
standards. 

The right MICR printer

As the exclusive MICR solutions partner for Lexmark, Source 
Technologies offers a broad assortment of printer models 
with various print speeds, security levels and paper handling 
capacities.  We partner closely with Lexmark throughout the 
entire product development process, thus assuring all of our 
MICR laser printers live up to the same high standards that 
Lexmark is known for around the world. Additionally, our MICR 
laser printers are always based on the current Lexmark models, 
so each printer includes more than 25 years of MICR know-how 
from the experts at Source Technologies, but also reflects the 
latest thinking from the printer experts at Lexmark.

Only the best MICR toner

A high-quality MICR toner cartridge is a vital part of a complete 
laser check printing solution.  A cartridge with inferior quality 
can result in poor readability of the MICR line, resulting in bank 
reject fees, and can even cause expensive printer damage. 

All MICR toner cartridges from Source Technologies are 
originally manufactured, while many other MICR cartridges 
available today have been remanufactured.  It is impossible to 
achieve the quality, performance and verified yield of Source 
Technologies OEM MICR toner with a remanufactured MICR 
toner, even if that toner is labeled as ‘compatible’ with Source 
Technologies’ MICR printers. The remanufacturing process is 
fraught with unpredictable quality and the potential for infe-
rior toner formulations.

Printer-resident e-forms

Source Technologies’ MICR laser printers offer built-in elec-
tronic forms capabilities. All standard forms (for both MICR 
and non-MICR documents) can be stored and secured elec-
tronically in the printer’s flash memory. This type of memory 
is nonvolatile, so even if the printer is turned off, the data is 
permanently retained. 

Total support

Innovative MICR printers are just a part of the overall solution from 
Source Technologies.  From managing high-volume, complex printer 
project roll outs, to toll-free help desk support, to flexible shipping 
and delivery options, Source Technologies is committed to total 
customer satisfaction. Additionally, on-going support is available 
through a variety of service options including on-site, express ex-
change, and return-to-depot repairs.

Guaranteed performance

Source Technologies offers a MICR Guarantee assuring  
that checks produced by our MICR printing solutions  
will perform successfully in the check clearing  
system. If they do not, we work with our  
customers and their banks to resolve any  
problems. Certain restrictions apply, so ask for  
complete details regarding the MICR Guarantee.

The right MICR solution

When looking for a reliable MICR printing solution that will save 
money and reduce exposure to check fraud, Source Technologies has 
a secure MICR solution that’s right for you, and we have the experi-
ence to guide you throughout the process of implementation with 
virtually any existing application. 

Guaranteed MICR
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